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modify some- love affair, he produced his remarkable romance. The
what his idea             v                                                         m                      m
of a complete New "Heloise,1 and in the following year his influential
nature. essay on political ethics, known as the Social Contract?
and that most revolutionary treatise on education, the
Emile. The New Heloise departs somewhat from the
complete return to nature sought in the two discourses.
It commends a restoration of as much of the primitive
simplicity of living as the crystallized traditions and
institutions of society will permit. While the first part
of the work is filled with passion and illicit love,3 the
last is an exaltation of marriage and the family, and of
the happiness and peace of rural life. In the Social Con-
tract, Rousseau also finds the ideal state, not in that of
nature, but in a society managed by the people, where
simplicity and natural wants control, and aristocracy
and artificiality do not exist.' A state of nature, how-\
ever, is still the starting-point. Civilized society orig-
inated when men in the primitive condition found the
obstacles to self-preservation too strong, and sought by
association to protect the person and property of all.
The body thus constituted is sovereign, and every citizen
is a member of it. The government which it sets up,
whether a monarchy, aristocracy, or democracy, may,
therefore, be abolished at any time by the general will
1 The full title was Julie^ ou la nouvelle Heloise.            2 Central Social.
3 The second part of the title grows out of this resemblance to the story
of Abelard and Heloise.